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  REPORT OF THE 34th APA WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 
SINGAPORE
25-27 June 2013
INTRODUCTION
1.
Pursuant to the 33rd APA Working Committee Meeting held in Da Nang, Vietnam on 24-25 August 2012, the 34th APA Working Committee Meeting was held on 25-27 June 2013 in Singapore.
2.
The meeting was attended by delegates from Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam and Singapore.   The List of Delegates appears as ANNEX A.

WELCOME ADDRESS BY MR CHEONG KENG SOON, DIRECTOR, PORT/ SHIPPING, MARITIME AND PORT AUTHORITY OF SINGAPORE   
3.       Mr. Cheong Keng Soon, Director, Port/Shipping, Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore, welcomed all delegates and guests to the Opening Ceremony of the 34th APA Working Committee Meeting.  He stated that the APA Working Committee Meeting provides a suitable venue for members to identify and discuss key priorities, together with the underlying issues and concerns that may be considered part of the agenda for the next APA Main Meeting.   
4.
He also wished all the APA delegates to explore and enjoy the interesting city sceneries and to have a successful meeting and stay in Singapore. The full text of the Welcome Address appears as ANNEX B.

ADDRESS BY ENGR.  CONSTANTE T. FARIÑAS, JR., CHAIRMAN, APA WORKING COMMITTEE 

5.
Engr. Constante T. Fariñas Jr, Chairman, APA Working Committee, acknowledged the cooperation of the members during his term.  He mentioned efforts and initiatives of members in “purely ASEAN” undertakings, such as the “Next Generation Container Port (NGCP) Challenge organized by the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore and the Singapore Maritime Institute.   He also mentioned other activities/achievements of the Association during the past two years. 
6.
He expressed his yearning that APA, through its members’ full support, ensure its enduring legacy in port works and other endeavors.  He thanked the Government of Singapore and its people for a truly warm and authentic Singaporean hospitality.    The full text of the Address of the APA Working Committee Chairman appears as ANNEX B.

OPENING ADDRESS BY THE GUEST-OF-HONOUR CAPT. M SEGAR, ASSISTANT CHIEF EXECUTIVE (OPERATIONS), MARITIME AND PORT AUTHORITY OF SINGAPORE
7.
Capt. M Segar, Assistant Chief Executive (Operations), Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore,  extended his utmost thanks to the organizing committee for the opportunity given him to address the APA Working Committee Meeting but most especially to be truly among friends once more in the APA community. 
 

8.
He shared his apprehensions on the probable effect to ASEAN trade of the fledgling economic state of ASEAN trading partners in Europe, USA, China and Japan and, on the other hand, also fortified the ASEAN spirit of solidarity when confronted with economic challenges, particularly by providing impetus on the realization of the vision of the ASEAN Economic Community starting in 2015.

9.
  He then declared the meeting open.  The full text of the Opening Address appears as ANNEX C.

OPEN SESSION
Presentation by GIZ on “Sustainable Port Development in the ASEAN Region”
10.
Ms. Melissa Cruz and Mr. Yosthana Siphomsay of GIZ, made a presentation on the status of the APA project “Sustainable Port Development in the ASEAN Region”.   The presentation appears as ANNEX E.
Presentation by Malaysia on “Asia – Engine for Growth”  Logistics Forum

11.
Malaysia gave details on the logistics forum “Asia – Engine for Growth” in conjunction with the Port Klang Authority 50th year anniversary, which will be held on 1 July 2013 in Kuala Lumpur.  
CLOSED SESSION
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

12.
The Meeting adopted the Agenda which appears as ANNEX F.
BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

13.
The Meeting agreed to hold all sessions in plenary.  A Drafting Committee was formed to prepare the Draft Report.  The List of Members of the Drafting Committee appears as ANNEX G.

DATE AND VENUE OF THE 35TH APA WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING

14.
Thailand graciously agreed to host the 35th APA Working Committee Meeting.   The date and venue will be informed later.
DATE AND VENUE OF THE 39TH APA MEETING
15.
The 39th APA Meeting will be held in Kartika Plaza Hotel, Bali, Indonesia on 12-15 November 2013.
FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2012 AND 31 MAY 2013
16.
The Meeting accepted the Financial Reports for the Period ending 31 December 2012 and 31 May 2013, as reported by the Head of the Permanent Secretariat. The Reports appear in ANNEXES H and I, respectively.  
APA EXECUTIVE OFFICERS FOR 2014-2015

17.
The Meeting was informed that, following the system of rotation, the Chairmanship and Vice Chairmanship of the Association for the period 2014-2015 go to the Philippines and Indonesia, respectively. Cambodia volunteered to assume APA’s Vice Chairmanship in 2016.
APA BUDGET AND PROJECTED REVENUE FOR 2014
18.
The Meeting was informed by the Head of the Permanent Secretariat that, per result of the referendum conducted on 14 December 2012; the budget for APA seminars will be increased to US $ 8,000 starting with the seminar on Exchange of Information on Port Development Projects in 2013.  It approved the proposed APA Budget for year 2014, which is attached as ANNEX J.   
SECRETARIAT REPORT ON ACTIVITIES

19.
The Meeting accepted the Secretariat Report on Activities, as presented by the Secretary General. The Report appears as ANNEX K. 
REPORT OF THE 11TH APA SPORTS MEET
20.
The Philippines reported on the 11th APA Sports Meet, which was held in Manila, Philippines on 25 February to 01 March 2013.  The Report appears as ANNEX L.
SUSTAINABLE PORT DEVELOPMENT IN THE ASEAN REGION

21.
The Meeting discussed the report as presented by GIZ earlier during the Open Session.    It also noted the report of the Head of the Permanent Secretariat that as of this date, the approval  of the draft Implementation Agreement for Phase II and the exchange of Verbal Note between the German Government and the ASEAN Secretariat are still being awaited. The Meeting noted that actions for the next phases of SHE implementation at the different participating ports are still pending.
22.
In this regard, the Meeting agreed to the resolution asking GIZ to submit to the Permanent Secretariat two months before an APA meeting the status report to be presented during the Open Session.  The resolution appears as ANNEX M.  The Meeting also requested the APA Permanent Secretariat to:
· Review the draft Implementation Agreement and ensure that it does not  compromise APA members who are not participants to the project
· Circulate to the members the GIZ write-up on the APA 
APA 5-YEAR WORK PROGRAMME

Human Resource Development

23.
The next HRD Seminar entitled “The Guidance of Port Safety, Health and Environmental Management System” will be hosted by Thailand before 35th APA Working Committee Meeting in Bangkok. 
Electronic Transmission of Information
24.
ASEAN ports are in various stages of transmitting information electronically.  The status of these activities at each port as of 31 May 2013 appears as ANNEX M. 
Exchange of Information on Port Development Projects

25.
The Meeting noted that the next seminar on the Exchange of Information on Port Development Projects will be held on 10-11 September 2013 in Sunway Resort Hotel, Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.

APA WEBPAGE

26.
The Head of the Permanent Secretariat reported that as agreed upon during the 38th APA Meeting, the Permanent Secretariat informed the members of the advertisement rates for the webpage. The webpage was also updated on the basis of inputs submitted by the members. As suggested by Indonesia, the webpage will further be improved by providing links to latest trends. These links will be provided by the members.
APA NEWSLETTER

27.
The Meeting noted the report of the Head of the Permanent Secretariat that for 2013, only Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand submitted articles, which were published in the APA website.  Considering that starting 2013, only an electronic version of the Newsletter will be generated, the members were encouraged to send their articles electronically, for publication in the website.  
PRIVATIZATION/COMMERCIALIZATION ACTIVITIES IN THE PORTS

28
The Meeting took note of the status of privatization/ commercialization activities in the ports as reported by each member country.  The consolidated report appears in ANNEX N.
SIMPLIFICATION OF PORT DOCUMENTATION AND PROCEDURES

29.
The Meeting noted the status of the simplification of port documentation and procedures.  The consolidated report appears as ANNEX O.
GREEN PORT INITIATIVES

30.
The Meeting noted green port initiatives, as reported by each member country.  The report appears as ANNEX P.

COUNTRY PAPERS FOR THE 39TH APA MEETING
31.
Indonesia will present “Collaboration between IPC IV with Local Government to build Brand New Container Terminal in Balikpapan, East Kalimantan”. The others will submit their topics to the Permanent Secretariat.
OTHER MATTERS
Procedures in the case of Inability of an APA Member to host a meeting/event, as scheduled
32.
The Meeting deliberated on and approved the procedures in the case of inability of an APA Member to host a meeting/event, as scheduled.  The procedures appear as ANNEX Q.  
 Procedures in the case of delays in remittance of APA Membership Dues
33.
The Meeting deliberated on and approved the procedures in the case of delays in remittance of APA Membership Dues.  The procedures appear as ANNEX R.  
Attendance of Member Countries in APA Meetings
34.
The Meeting agreed to the proposal of Singapore that a member country communicate to the Permanent Secretariat, one month in advance, in case she cannot attend an APA meeting.
Invitation for the ASEAN Secretariat to make a presentation on the ASEAN Economic Community

35.
As suggested by Capt M Segar during his Opening Address, the Meeting requested the Permanent Secretariat to invite the ASEAN Secretariat to make a presentation on ASEAN economic community in the next APA Main Meeting in Bali on 12-15 November 2013.
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT
36.
The Meeting adopted the report of the 34th APA Working Committee Meeting. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

37.
The delegations of Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam expressed their most sincere appreciation to the Government of Singapore and Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore, PSA Corporation and Jurong Port for the very efficient organization of the meeting and the warm hospitality accorded to all members of the delegations.
38.
The meeting was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of solidarity and cordiality.

